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What | can do for peace
Tomita J. H. S. M. K

What can | do for peace? | can talk to my friends, family and people around me so we can understand
each other. | can get along with them. | think the important thing is talking to them.

I have wanted to think about peace since | learned about what happened in Hiroshima and Nagasaki. |
was an elementary school student then. It was very shocking for me to see many pictures and videos of the
war. It” s still shocking. Without the war, there would have never been such a tragedy. | felt so sad and
wondered how people can be in a good relationship with each other.

Last summer | visited Nagasaki with other students from Koriyama. A peace memorial was held there. |
prayed for peace. Then | went to the Nagasaki Atomic Bomb Museum. The most shocking picture was the
burned skin of a boy. When | saw it, | couldn’ t say anything or see any more. | found myself getting sad
and angry. | hate war. | have never understood war. But | also felt that war is not so close to me. | honestly
felt like wars are mere historical events. | couldn’ t figure out what I could do to help. When | attended
the peace forum, there were many students from other prefectures. We discussed peace. | just said, “ Wars
can never happen again. Peace is to live life every day without any problems. ” | still felt that | just said
general things, but I was surprised to hear other students” opinions. “1’ |l talk to other people to solve
problems.”  “We can change criticism into suggestion.” When | talked about peace, | couldn’ t imagine
anything like that. Talking to people is really easy! It’ s easy, but it also creates peace. | can do it. We
made a declaration. “What we can do for peace is to talk to people to solve problems and get along with
other people. Through discussion we can change criticism into suggestion. We will do it for peace.”

What | can do for peace is really close to me and easy to do. Now I’ |l try to talk to my classmates at
school. I’ 1l try to talk to my family more. | believe it will create peace. Why don’ t you talk to people
around you for peace?
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