I have a dream
Koharada Junior High School Furukuwa

I have a dream. That dream is to become a proféssional Shogi player.
When I was three years old, I had my first experience with Shogi. My
grandfather and brother started playing shogi at home. I couldn’t help myself
but sit and watch them. My grandfather noticed this and taught me how to play
the game piece by piece.

During elementary school, I practised in a children’s shogi class twice a
month. I enjoyed playing games with other children. My teachers encouraged
me to enter tournaments. There were many strong players in Koriyama City,
but at the prefectural tournament, the competition was much stronger. I lost
many games and was disappointed, but I never gave up. I started winning little
by little. I had a major turning point in the third grade when I won my first
prefectural tournament at the junior level. I even qualified for the national
tournament!

At the national tournament, there was a total of 128 players. We played
all the games at the same time in a single eiimination match. Everyone gave it
their all! When I was eliminated from the first round, I realized a harsh truth,
“There is a higher level.” Before this tournameht, shogi was just a hobby but
after the tournament I decided to take shogi seriously.

From that point on, I attended the Shogi Dojo daily. I was able to play
against adults everyday. My father also took me to tournaments every weekend
and even sometimes on holidays. I started attending training sessions in Tokyo
twice a month. I very slowly started to beat adults and my desire to become

stronger grew bigger. It was time to try to join the Shorei-kai, a professional
shogi organization.

The application was intensive and involved a written test, a round of
games against other nominees, a game against a current member, an essay and
an interview. Despite losing my first two games, I managed to win two games
and advanced to the second round. For the first time in my life, I was so nervous
that I could hardly eat and I even threw up before a game. With all my energy
I managed to win one game and passed the test. I was very happy.



To maintain membership in the Shorei-Kai, members must have a
professional trainer. By chance I met the 9'"-dan shogi legend, Akira Shima.
Although he is the first ever Dragon King title holder, that is not what makes
him an excellent teacher. He has a very strict teaching style, but that is
tempered with humbleness, politeness, and gentleness. Akira is both a strong
teacher and a strong shogi player. It is an honour to be his disciple.

When I entered junior high school, I had conflicting thoughts about what
club to join. On one hand, I love exercise, so I wanted to play on a sports team
with my friends. On the other hand, Shogi is my passion. In the end, I decided
to give top priority to shogi. Even though sometimes I feel lonely, I fully accept
the choice I made.

The summer is now over and everyone is preparing for the entrance
exams. The pressure of balancing school and shogi is heavy. There is no time.
The fatigue of Sunday, when I played three serious games, remains on Monday
and Tuesday. My school unit tests exhaust me for the weekend shogi
tournaments. Despite this, I can always remember how happy I am to have found
something that makes me feel completely fulfilled. I know that only 4 people a
year can become professional shogi players, but I want to keep competing with
my whole heart. I will follow my heart, will you?
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